
 

 

PLANNING FOR A POND 

OR A WETLAND? 
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• Pond 

• Depth: average of 4 - 8 ft and a maximum of 15 ft 

• Bank slope: 2 horizontal lengths to 1 vertical height (steep) 

• Vegetation: less than 30% emergent plant cover and little to no wet meadow or floating 

aquatic vegetation 

• Wildlife: fish, birds, and mammals 

• Wetland 

• Depth: average of 2 ft and a maximum of 8 ft 

• Bank slope: 6 (or higher) horizontal lengths to 1 vertical height (shallow) 

• Vegetation: more than 30% of emergent plant cover and more abundant wet meadows and 

floating aquatic vegetation 

• Wildlife: amphibians, reptiles, birds, and mammals 

Pond vs Wetland at a Glance 

Visuals for Comparison 

This document is intended to provide general convenient information with associated references.  

It is not exhaustive or intended to be prescriptive.  
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