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Previous Federal Actions
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Species Overview

tern Yellow-billed Cuckoo is a
igrant Bird

> in Western North America

n South America south of the

_:o specialist - large insects (caterpillars, katydids)

ers from cuckoos in the east
ehna vior
Arrives on breeding grounds 4-8 weeks later

abitat specialist using moist riparian habitats, narrower
habitat selection

o Morphology - larger, lays larger eggs with thicker
shells



t'icl Breeding Range of the
Yellow-billed Cuckoo

Historical Breeding Range of Western and Eastern Yellow-billed Cuckoos

"™l Historical YECU Breeding Ranges
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| States and Province Boundaries
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onomy and DPS

bspecies (Ridgeway 1887; AOU 1958).
os insufficient to determine classification.

OPULATION SEGMENT”

y separated as a consequence of:

cal Separa

- Gébgraphically sépar ; 50 to 500 miles of unsuitable habitat
In southern NM and Western TX, there is limited mixing

" No evidence of mixing elsewhere

cological -

* Migration timing-Western birds arrive on breeding grounds 4-8
weeks later than eastern cuckoos

Habitat Selection-moist riparian obligate

]phology—larger body size, lays larger eggs, thicker egg
S.

I:I. v
shel
= Significance
s Loss would leave a significant gap in range (1/3 vacant).
s Persists in an unusual ecological setting.

s Differs from yellow-billed cuckoos in the east in behavior and
morphology.






Cornell Lab of Ornithology

Cornell Guide to Bird Sounds: Master Set for North America, track 1532

2013

Natural Sounds

21.456

eng - 
Coccyzus americanus; California, United States; Terri Gallion; ML 130738�
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Western Yellow-billed Cuckoo DPS

‘ Figure 2: Boundary of the Western Distinct Population Segment of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo
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Species Assessment: Recent
Trends

Cuckoo Pairs per Survey Effort 1977 - 2000 Yellow-billed Cuckoo Surveys on the Sacramento

08 River: 1972-2010
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Lower Colorado River (pairs of Bill Willian}s River (pairs of
Yellow-billed Cuckoos) Yellow-billed Cuckoos)
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Arizona ~210
New Mexico ~125
US Pairs ~445
Baja California <10

_ Sonora ~200

- Chihuahua ~10
Sinaloa ~200
Durango ~10
Mexico Pairs ~430
Total DPS Pairs ~875



lhreats Analysis: (Factor A)
| Threats to Habitat

(widespread)

low Management
of riparian habitat

ids establishme

asive plant species

indwater pumping

lary Threats (localized)
channelization & stabilization

. Land Conversion
- = Wildfire



eats Analysis: Factor E
- Other Threats

' to random extirpation from small

grounds and effects to
ase on breeding grounds



Critical Habitat Overview

Critical Habitat Units
In ? states.

)

5 'ring Exclt | ? acres based on existing
ervation agreements and ongoing management.
pproximate overlap with Southwest Willow

cher Critical Habitat (San Juan & Rio Grande
in Colorado)



“ritical Habitat

as within the geographical area occupied

e time is it listed, with those physical
s

ion of the species, and

'hich may require special management considerations or
-otection

t does it mean for landowners?
g, unless there is a federal agency action

= You are receiving using federal funds for an activity that
would affect the bird or its habitat.



Selection Criteria

pied
nated cuckoos one or more years 1998-

( I;‘ dby 1CK

_ of unknown breeding status in
/0  Or more years 19

2012
tes contain the PCEs

inimum of 200 acres in extent

- = Smaller sites not occupied regularly

= Extends upstream and downstream from
- cuckoo locations until 2 mile break in habitat.



onstituent Elements

Riparian Woodland

or nearly contiguous patches

ent and 325" in width

esence of humid closed canopy nest groves
2 - Presence of a Prey Base

ge Caterpillars '

tydids and Grasshoppers

) P er: Tree Frogs, Beetles, Cicadas

| i PCE

= Sediment movement and deposition

-Dynamic Riverine Processes

= Germination and regeneration at regular intervals
= Maintains plant health and vigor



What does habitat look like?

Graphic from riverpartners.org.

Yellow-billed Cuckoo habitat









4(d) Special Rule

of the Endangered Species Act

oC discretion to exempt
vities from “take” if the activities promote
all benefit to species.

not exclude Section 7 review for federal

= ’- ption from “take” refers to Section 9

= Take is defined as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt,
shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to
attempt to engage in any such conduct."



— prohibits direct
sirds and destruction of active nests.
e, capture, kill, attempt to take,
ss, offer for sale, sell, offer to
chase, purchase, deliver for shipment, ship,
se to be shipped, deliver for transportation,
sport, cause to be transported, carry, or cause
e carried by any means whatever, receive for
S ent, transportation or carriage, or export, at
any time, or in any manner, any migratory bird,
included in the terms of this Convention . . . for the

protection of migratoro)l/ birds .. . or angl part, nest,
or egg of any such bird." (16 U.S.C. 703)




‘What’s Next?

iod though Dec. 2, reopened for another
on of reopening notice - Dec. 26; new

blish Proposed 4(d) Special Rule in Fed. Register
t week??

comment period will begin when published, may

overlap with reopened proposed listing rule comment

period; may comment on any aspect during any comment

Feriod. Looks like comment periods will extend through
ate March or beyond.




John Toolen

US Fish and Wildlife Service
Western Colorado Field Office
445 W. Gunnison Ave.
(Old Gene Taylor’s Lo
Grand Junction, CO 81

ohn_toolen@fws.g

970-243-2778
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