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DRC Background

Desert Rlvers Collaboratlve

b-\
us Area

Formed 2012

Colorado and Gunnison
Rivers

Mesa and Delta counties

Ecological, Social,
Economic, and
Management Goals


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The objectives of the DRC are to: Encourage and support collaborative riparian restoration efforts for the benefit of overall river health, improved local communities, and enhanced opportunities for recreation, education, and economic benefit. 

Provide a platform for partners to better leverage resources and improve ecological conditions at a landscape scale. 

Share information, lessons learned, and resources, to the extent that partners are comfortable, to improve restoration outcomes. 


MOU
o Signed in 2024
o 20 organizations
Mutual Benefits

o Prioritize sites for invasive
removal/re-vegetation

o Long term maintenance/
monitoring

o ldentify funding needs/help
secure funding

o Share resources and
information


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The objectives of the DRC are to: Encourage and support collaborative riparian restoration efforts for the benefit of overall river health, improved local communities, and enhanced opportunities for recreation, education, and economic benefit. 

Provide a platform for partners to better leverage resources and improve ecological conditions at a landscape scale. 

Share information, lessons learned, and resources, to the extent that partners are comfortable, to improve restoration outcomes. 


DRC Updates

e 24 Acres Treated
o City of Fruita, BLM

* 195 Acres Monitored
o With BLM

e 148 wood wattles installed

o Gunnison River watershed above
Paonia
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Presentation Notes
BLM partnership- 2 days a week
Being part of other programs, stewardship, rci, private lands
Making connections with other partners
Grant applications- BLM Assistance agreement, WSRF, other applications 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
•Engage river corridor stakeholder groups to identify common values and challenges
•Provide a platform and resource for river corridor stakeholders, fostering coordinated collaboration on future river-centric endeavors, leading to informed decision making
•Develop strategies to address shared goals, objectives, and challenges
•Foster community, education, and connection with the river
�


Resident Business Departments
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Floodpiain Management - The Grand Valley Fluvial Hazard Zone Map
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15 month process. Started September 2025


NRCS Private Lands Project

Delta, CO — Gunnison River




Delta, CO — Gunnison River




Delta, CO — Gunnison River




Habitat Replacement - Private Lands
Uncompahgre River




NRCS / CPW Wetlands Private Lands ToJRE

Natural Resources

North Fork of the Gunnison River Coaensation Seevics

)




Wetland Project

2021-2022
Grant Application & Approval
Construction Phase

2023-present
Completion & in-use




Private Lands — Grand Valley
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Private Lands — Grand Valley

 Landowners: 26
o Riparian acres: 617.21-acres

e (Goals:

o Collaborate with partners to pursue larger-scale funding
opportunities for GV private lands

o Connect with more neighbors to fill in gaps

o Additionally prioritize revegetation efforts and long-term
monitoring
= NRCS Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) funding
= Workshops/education for landowners on monitoring



PL — Partner Planning & Updates
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L PL - Partner Planning & Updates

* Online resources for landowners — quick reads
o Invasive weeds management - MCNWPM
o Revegetation planning - CSU Extension

* NRCS programs applications & contracts

» Wetlands creation/enhancements - DU & CPW
« MCD Noxious Weeds cost-share program

* NRCS RCPP support - CWLT

« Wildfire mitigation planning - TRWC

« West Salt Wash landowner outreach with BLM
* Continue hosting private lands workshops



2025 Volunteer Stewardship




2025 Volunteer Stewardship

Partners

Bureau of Reclamation

City of Fruita

City of Grand Junction
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Sponsored by: Chevron CO, CPW Partners in the
Outdoors, CWA Healthy Rivers Fund, Xcel Energy
Foundation, West Slope Outdoor Volunteers




2025 Volunteer Stewardship

\/olunteer Events
\/olunteers
\/olunteer Hours
In-Kind Amount
Plants

ACres




2025 Volunteer Stewardship

Our River Stewardship Program:

* maintains restoration sites into the future

 engages the local community

* serves as a hands-on educational
opportunity to answer questions and
share knowledge with curious
participants




Restoration Plan

Last updated in 2015

5-year plan (Through Desert Rivers
2020) Collaborative

Guiding document
o Priority sites

o Methods

o Goals
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Outdated
Should it be reformatted? Maybe not include clear priority sites? 
Incorporating stewardship program?
REW wants some sort of guiding document
Ideal riparian condition goals?


Monitoring Program

 Monitoring last completed
in 2023

— 2021,2018
 Multi-jurisdictional
« Completed every 2-3 years
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Has this data been shared?
Is it useful?
How can it help with management decisions?


m,  Monitoring Program

* Rapid Monitoring Protocol || DREFolygen. D
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Determine implementation and maintenance needs for the upcoming season;
• Track progress/success towards land manager site-specific restoration goals by tracking consistent 
metrics over time using the same protocol and data collection intervals;
• Inventory and track invasive weed infestations of concern for rapid detection and treatment;
• Track progress towards watershed wide restoration; and
• Formally evaluate restoration method effectiveness and inform adaptive management;
• Inform progress reports and other grantor deliverables. 


Geodatabase

* Interactive map for data sharing
» Past treatment areas/ monitoring

* Information about the treatment
» Likely hosted through ArcGIS Online
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REW treatments + partner actions
How can this help you in your work?

Discussion Questions:
Is there other data that would be useful, if collected?
if monitoring happened how would you like to review that info? An interactive map?
What would be most useful for you in an interactive map or other system for sharing monitoring/treatment information?



Is there other data that would be useful, if
collected?

if monitoring happened how would you like to
review that info?

* An interactive map?

What would be most useful for you in an interactive
map or other system for sharing
monitoring/treatment information?


Presenter
Presentation Notes
REW treatments + partner actions
How can this help you in your work?

Discussion Questions:
Is there other data that would be useful, if collected?
if monitoring happened how would you like to review that info? An interactive map?
What would be most useful for you in an interactive map or other system for sharing monitoring/treatment information?



Action ltems

 Send out powerpoint and
notes

* Will be reaching out to
federal partners

Restoration Plan,
Monitoring, Geodatabase
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Send powerpoint and notes out after meeting


L

DRC Memorandum of Understanding:
https://www.riversedgewest.org/sites/default/filessDRC MOU 2024 Fin

al.pdf

DRC Restoration Plan:
https://riversedgewest.orq/sites/default/files/files/2015 06 03 DRC Pla
n Final V1.pdf



https://www.riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/DRC_MOU_2024_Final.pdf
https://www.riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/DRC_MOU_2024_Final.pdf
https://riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/files/2015_06_03_DRC_Plan_Final_V1.pdf
https://riversedgewest.org/sites/default/files/files/2015_06_03_DRC_Plan_Final_V1.pdf
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