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Origins 







GVRCI Vision 

The communities of the Grand Valley are committed to a data-
driven approach to steward a resilient, vibrant, and healthy river 
corridor that supports agriculture, habitat and wildlife, 
recreation, economic growth, and sustainable development 
benefiting today’s and future generations. 



•Engage rive r corrid or s t ake hold e r group s  t o  id e n t ify com m on va lue s  
and  cha lle nge s

•Provid e  a  platform and resource for rive r corrid or s t ake hold e rs , 
fos t e ring coord ina t e d  collab ora t ion  on  fu t u re  rive r- ce n t ric  e nd e avors , 
le ad ing t o in form e d  d e c is ion  m aking

•Develop strategies t o  ad d re s s  s ha red  goa ls , ob je c t ive s , and  cha lle nge s

•Foster community , e d uca t ion , and  conne c t ion  wit h  t he  rive r

Objectives



GVRCI History and Progress

Phase 1 (2020)

● Core  Te am  
form e d

● Se e d  fund ing 
s e cure d

● In it ia l s t ake holde r 
e ngage m e nt

● Vis ion ing and  
p riorit ie s

Phase 2 (2021-2022)

● Advis ory Counc il 
form a lize d

● Dat a  re vie w and  
gap  ana lys is

● St ake holde r 
works hops

● Gove rnance  
s t ruc t u re   

● Fluvia l haza rd  
zone  m app ing

Phase 3 (2023-2025)

● Ope ra t ing 
p rinc ip le s

● Ripa rian  and  
floodp la in  
he a lt h  
a s s e s s m e nt

● Flow 
p re fe re nce s  
works hops

● J uris d ic t iona l 
p lann ing 
fram e work 

Phase 4 (2025-2027)

● Rive r Corridor 
m as t e r p lann ing

● Floodp la in  and  
ripa rian  re s t ora t ion  
p roje c t  
de ve lopm e nt

● Collabora t ion  and  
ou t re ach  



GRAND VALLEY RCI Structure

Core Team
○ Rive rs  Edge  We s t

○ Am e rican  Rive rs

○ One  Rive rfron t

○ Was h  Wat e r Sc ie nce  and  Engine e ring



GVRCI Structure

Advisory Committee

● Me s a  Coun t y
● Town of Pa lis a d e
● Cit y of Gra nd  J unc t ion
● Cit y of Fru it a
● Me s a  Cons e rva t ion  Dis t ric t
● Colora d o Pa rks  a nd  Wild life
● US Fis h  a nd  Wild life
● Bure a u  of La nd  Ma na ge m e n t
● NRCS
● Colora d o Ca nyons  As s oc .
● Colora d o We s t  La nd  Trus t
● Clift on  Wa t e r
● Aud ub on  Rockie s
● Ducks  Un lim it e d



GVRCI Funding 
● ONE RIVERFRONT

● MIGHTY ARROW

● COLORADO WATER CONSERVATION BOARD

● COLORADO RIVER DISTRICT

● COLORADO HEALTHY RIVERS FUND

● WESTERN COLORADO COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

● RIVER NETWORK

● XCEL

● CITY OF GRAND J UNCTION, CITY OF FRUITA, TOWN OF

PALISADE

● IN KIND SUPPORT!



Accomplishments & 
Learning



Fluvial Hazard Zone Mapping

●Supp le m e nt a l, Non- Re gula t ory Floodp la in  Haza rd  
Mapp ing and  Plann ing Tool

● Ava ilab le  via  Me s a  Count y Floodp la in  
Manage m e nt



RIPARIAN AND FLOODPLAIN 
ACTION PLAN

13



LAND USE CHANGE IN THE 
RIVER CORRIDOR

14



RESTORATION 
AND 
CONSERVATION 
OPPORTUNITIES

• Flood & Fire hazard 
mitigation

• Open space
• Resilient infrastructure
• Critical habitat 
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PRESENTATION NAME

Aligning goals with partners 





Master Planning 
Process 



Vision Elements to 
Guide Future 
Planning 
● Ecology and  Wild life  Re s ilie nce  /  

A Dynam ic  Rive r

● Agricu lt u re

● A Re cre a t iona l As s e t

● A Conne c t e d  Corridor 

● Com m unit y and  Econom ic  Vit a lit y 

● Ba lance d  Land  Us e

● Collabora t ive  Gove rnance  







● Cons is t e ncy
● Le ad e rs h ip  and  Role s
● Re s p e c t ing Diffe re nce s
● Re la t ions h ip  Manage m e nt   
● Fac ilit a t ion
● Pa t ie nce

How does this all get done? 



Looking Ahead
● Mas t e r p lan  im p le m e n t a t ion  
● Proje c t  d e ve lop m e n t  
● Con t inue d  conve rs a t ions  wit h  s t ake hold e rs



Thank you! 
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