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Objectives of the NRMP:  
• Support Canal 

resource managers 
with a cohesive 
guide across widely 
varying conditions

• Maximize habitat & 
recreation potential 
while meeting 
stormwater mandate

Plan development:  
15 months 
April 2024-July 2025
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Novel, subsidized

Prairie
Native, historic
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Based on 
differences in 

• Hydrology
• Ecological 

character
• Economic base
• Management 

approach
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Master 
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e.g., CSU, 

Denver 
Botanic 
Gardens

2017
Community 
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2019
The Plan 

for the 
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Canal
2024
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Stormwater 
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Mgmt Plan

2024 
Parcel 

Analysis 2025
Natural 

Resources 
Management 

Plan

Collaborative Conservation

1. Background document review

2. Synthesis of select data

3. Managers’ survey
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What are your top five (5) canal resource management 
concerns? 



What are the key sources of stress to your management 
concerns?
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& hydrology

changes

Required budget
and staff

expansion for
maintenance

Invasive Species Tree risk
associated with
declining trees

Public use Canopy
maintenace - cost

Diminishing
habitat or
vegetation
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What are your most significant operational concerns?

0 2 4 6 8 10 12

New Maintenance
Responsibilities &

Collaboration

Tree Canopy
Maintenance

Deferred Maintenance

Plant Establishment

Funding

Canal Access & Safety
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How would you invest a cash windfall in natural resources 
management along the Canal, beyond routine maintenance? 
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Education

Vegetation Enhancements

Management

Irrigation

Habitat

Safety

Tree Canopy Maintenance

Community Amenities
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Collaborative Conservation

4. Interviews revealed shared values:

Noxious Species Control

Responsible Fiscal Planning 

Ecological Function

Effective Collaboration

Good Neighbor

Proactive Maintenance

1933 Canal workers Photo Denver Water



5.  Meetings 
5 Subarea tours & follow-up meetings (10 total)

Monthly Steering Committee guidance (~15)

Bi-monthly Project Team guidance (~7)

Leadership Reporting (2 presentations)

Stormwater Transition & Mgmt Plan integration (3+)

Internal (∞)







Douglas County

Subarea Recommendations
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Goals Strategies

Ca
no

py

Ecological function (ecosystem 
health, higher biodiversity)

⋅ Maintain multiscale habitat opportunities (e.g., downed trees, raptor support, 
connectivity to McClellan)

⋅ Trim subcanopy to address safety hazards

Shift from reactive to proactive 
maintenace

⋅ Consider alternative approaches to short-term (0-5 yr) resource support to catch up 
on deferred maintenance

⋅ Utilize GIS tools for tree inventory and maintenance planning
U
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Reduce wildfire risk

⋅ Coordinate regularly with South Metro Fire & Rescue and involve in maintenance 
planning

⋅ Develop a fire hazard mitigation plan and update regularly
⋅ Coordinate and communicate with adjacent property owners
⋅ Prioritize areas where channel maintenance needs are high.

Reduce secondary stress of noxious 
species ⋅ Control noxious species, e.g., Russian-olive
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an

ne
l

Uninhibited water conveyance

⋅ Keep the channel clear      
⋅ Remove Russian-olive 
⋅ Respond quickly with assessment and maintenance 

after storms

Note:  most applicable 
strategies will depend on future 
guidance, planning & roles
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Effective collaboration among 
partners (e.g., Denver W, Forestry)

⋅ Regularly communicate needs and planning
⋅ Request more involvement by/ coordination with partners
⋅ Clarify maintenance roles according to agency

Be a good neighbor within the 
community, communicate effectively

⋅ Respond to calls
⋅ Educate as appropriate (e.g., benefits of downed trees)
⋅ Clarify maintenance roles according to ownership
⋅ Communicate fire protection efforts
⋅ Maintain ability to respond to unique needs
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Recommendations
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www.highlinecanal.org 

http://www.highlinecanal.org/


ssherrod@biohabitats.com 

Thank you

…Questions?

mailto:ssherrod@biohabitats.com


Maintenance and Enhancement Chapters 
organized by habitat components 
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