“Water is
Community”
R IV E R S I D E S T O R I E S

STAN YOUNG
Contractor on Dolores River, CO

STAN YOUNG IS the fourth generation of his family to live along the Dolores and Colorado rivers in western Colorado - and for a century that land
has been healthy enough to sustain a thriving farm operation. Back in
2009, Stan began recognizing an invasive newcomer along the main creek
near his 450-acre farm. It was a solid wall of tamarisk--a non-native plant
species, also called salt cedar, known for overtaking usable land and a majority of other shrubs and foliage in riverside areas. As a result, access to a
vital water source was made increasingly more difficult.
“Before we started on removing the tamarisk, that was all you could see,”
Stan recalls. “You could not water the livestock; you could not see the beauty of the river--it was a dead area.”
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bulldozing, and mulching. When mulching proved to be the
most effective, he invested in his own mulching machinery.
“We excavated only on my place to begin with--I just wanted to get rid of all the tamarisk here,” Stan says. “But then
there was a call for work in other places. The Bureau of Land
Management saw what we were doing, and the TC put the
word out about the machine I had, so I just started working
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When asked why this work is so important, Stan replies, “Without the
water, there would be no commu-
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nity. We have got to take care of our
rivers and our riparian areas, or we
don’t exist. I don’t think it could get
any more important than that.”
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