
D E C E M B E R 1 3 ,  2 0 1 8  

DESERT RIVERS 
COLLABORATIVE MEETING 



MEETING OBJECTIVES 

• Learn/discuss: 
• DRC projects and partnership 

opportunities 
• Wildfire Council of Mesa County and 

how to get involved 
• How best to work in Western Yellow 

Billed Cuckoo habitat 
• Geodatabase 
• Funding and volunteer opportunities 
• Next steps to fill identified gaps 
 
 



AGENDA 

• Introductions 
• Project updates 

• Wildfire Council of Mesa County 
• US FWS Update 
• Geodatabase Update  
• Budget Overview, Grants, and Program 

Needs 
 
 



PRIVATE LANDS 
WORKS 

Tierra Creek 

Monument 
Mdws 

The Preserve 

20 Rd 



TIERRA CREEK - CALDWELL 



TIERRA CREEK - REED 



MONUMENT MEADOWS 



MOUNTAIN ISLAND RANCH 

• Little Dolores River 
• May 7-10th 
• 6 acres of Russian olive treatment 
• 200 native plants purchased 
• https://vimeo.com/271013172/a5decf

b79f 
 
 

 

https://vimeo.com/271013172/a5decfb79f
https://vimeo.com/271013172/a5decfb79f


MAINTENANCE 

• Strike team crew in partnership with WCCC 
• Mesa County 
• Private lands 
• US Bureau Reclamation 

• Horsethief  SWA 
• Cameo 

• CO Parks & Wildlife 
• Connected Lakes 

• Audubon Nature Preserve 



VOLUNTEER PROJECTS 



VOLUNTEER PROJECTS 



WETLAND ECOLOGY & MANAGEMENT 
CLASS 

• Outside instructors; 
coordinated by 
USBR 

• 20 participants 
• Visited several 

wetland sites in 
Valley 

• Lean how to 
improve wetland 
management 



GEOMORPHIC  MONITORING 

• Finished 
geomorphic 
monitoring work w 
CMU 
• Walter Walker 
• Colorado River Island 
• Franklin Island 

 



GEOMORPHIC MONITORING 

• Channel change and bank 
erosion occur along this 
reach of river regardless of 
vegetation removal efforts 

 
• Increased channel change 

and bank erosion are 
correlated with high flow 
events. 

  



• Audubon Nature  
• Adjacent to Connected Lakes 

State Park 
• Working with Ducks Unlimited 
• Main funding= CPW Wetlands 

for Wildlife Grant 
• Invasive removal and native 

reveg. in riparian forest 
• Re-contouring old gravel pit 

ponds to create more 
productive shallow water 
wetlands. 

GRAND VALLEY AUDUBON HABITAT 
RESTORATION & WETLANDS IMPROVEMENT 

PROJECT 



REVEGETATION TECHNIQUES 

• Planted 50 native shrubs 
and 9 trees in late April  
• Shrubs: NM privet, 3 leaf sumac, 

golden currant, Woods’ rose, 
silver buffaloberry 

• Trees: hackberry, box elder, river 
birch, cottonwood 

• Barrels with water piped 
to roots for trees (except 
for cottonwoods) 

• Used Ollas to water shrubs 
• Filled barrels, ollas about 

1x week 

 



OLLAS 



SUCCESS RATE 

• 7 out of 9 trees survived. 
• Smaller cottonwoods failed; they got 

less water and water applied to 
surface, not roots 

 
• 50 native shrubs planted with ollas.  

• 2 shrubs lost and didn’t get watered. 
 

• Of 48 shrubs tracked, 39 survived, 4 were 
“not dead yet!” but were on their way, 5 
were dead like door nails. (As of mid-
Sept.) 

 
• 81% survival rate after scorching summer. Golden current  

Sept 14, 2018 
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WILDFIRE COALITION OF MESA 
COUNTY 

• Formed about 1-year ago  
• Monument Meadows HOA work spurred 

conversation 
• Overlap between many partners 

• 2019-2020 
• Education & outreach 
• 1-2 on-the-ground projects 
• Wildfire Conference 
 
 



WILDFIRE COALITION OF MESA 
COUNTY 

• 80 acres of riparian 
habitat burned in 
2018 alone 
• Skippers Island 
• Island Acres 



CWCB GRANT 

• Applied for CWCB Watershed Restoration grant to 
help with reclamation 
• $47,835 request 
• Partners 

• Colorado Parks & Wildlife   
• US Bureau of Reclamation   
• Colorado State Forest Service   
• Mesa County 
• Colorado State University Ext.   
• Natural Resources Conservation Service   
• Halliburton 
• Grand Valley Water Users Association   
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DRC GEODATABASE 

• http://arcg.is/1fGvyu 
 
 

http://arcg.is/1fGvyu
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Applicant Source Total
Capacity/ Planning 

/Education 2019 Project Work

DRC 2018 ROR funding carryover  $                  41,000.00  $                   41,000.00 -$                              

REW 2018 Xcel Energy carryover  $                  10,000.00  $                   10,000.00 -$                              

REW Alpine Bank  $                     1,500.00  $                     1,500.00 -$                              

REW GVWUA  $                     1,000.00  $                     1,000.00 -$                              
 $                  53,500.00  $                   53,500.00 

REW CWCB - Watershed Restoration  $                  47,835.00  $                     6,814.00 41,021.00$                  
REW GOCO Inspire Initiative  $                  36,000.00  $                   16,000.00 20,000.00$                  
REW Patagonia  $                     5,000.00  $                     1,000.00 4,000.00$                    
REW Xcel  $                  20,000.00  $                   20,000.00 -$                              
REW Goodwin Fdn  $                  15,000.00  $                   15,000.00 -$                              

Total Pending  $                123,835.00 58,814.00$                    $                  65,021.00 

Applicant Source Total
Capacity/ Planning 

/Education Project Work

Mesa County CDA  $                  25,000.00 25,000.00$                  

Grand Valley 
Audubon Society CPW - Wetland for Wildlife Grant  $                  31,000.00  $                     6,000.00 25,000.00$                  

City of Grand 
Junction

CWCB (Water Plan Grant, Basin RT, and 
redirect from previous CWCB grant)  $                259,000.00 259,000.00$               

City of Grand 
Junction Great Outdoors CO  $                125,000.00 125,000.00$               

Total Secured or Pending  $                440,000.00 6,000.00$                      $                434,000.00 

2019 Income 53,500.00$                  
2019 Expenses 56,390.00$                  
Difference (2,890.00)$                   

2019 Partner Grants & Match

2019 Expenses/Income

2019 Income
RiversEdge West

Amount

Total Secured



PROGRAM NEEDS 
HTTPS://WWW.SURVEYMONKEY.COM/STORIES/SM-7FLSJKC8/ 
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GRANT OPPORTUNITIES 

• Statewide Stewardship 
Initiative 
• Request for DRC & Dolores 

River Restoration Partnership 
• Expand stewardship 

opportunities and build 
infrastructure 

• Grow community buy-in 
• Noxious Weed 

Management Grant (Mesa 
County) 

• Environmental Justice Grant 
 

 

https://www.epa.gov/environmentaljustice/environmental-justice-small-grants-program


NEXT STEPS 

• How to meet program needs? 
• Working meetings to address? 

• Next full partnership meeting? 
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