
Con ser va t ion  in  Act ion :
Noxious Weed Threats and 

Mitigation Resources



Presentation Focuses
● Soil Health & Water Quality

● Noxious Weed Risks and Management

● Habitat for Native Wildlife & Pollinators

● Website Resource Hub Demonstration



- Fo u n d a t io n  t o  h e a lt h y e c o sys t e m s  a n d  su c c e ss fu l 
a g ric u lt u re

- Re g u la t in g  w a t e r, su s t a in in g  p la n t  a n d  a n im a l life , 
filt e rin g  p o t e n t ia l p o llu t a n t s , c yc lin g  n u t rie n t s , a n d  
p ro vid in g  p h ys ic a l s t a b ilit y a n d  su p p o rt

Why is Soil Health important?



How does soil impact water quality?

- Ero s io n = Se d im e n t a t io n

- Le a c h in g  & Ru n o ff

- Nu t rie n t  le ve ls
- Eu t ro p h ic a t io n
- Ha rm fu l Alg a l Blo o m s (HAB)
- Hyp o xic  zo n e s



How do noxious weeds affect soil 
health and water quality?

- La ck  o f b io d ive rs it y, o u t co m p e t in g  n a t ive  p la n t s
- Lo ss  o f t o p so il a n d  o rg a n ic  m a t t e r- vit a l fo r p la n t  h e a lt h
- Le ss  w a t e r h o ld in g  ca p a c it y- le a ch in g  a n d  ru n o ff
- La ck  o f so il s t a b ilit y= e ro s io n  & se d im e n t a t io n
- De t rim e n t a l t o  a q u a t ic  e co sys t e m s  a n d  o rg a n ism s



Mitigating Threats from Noxious Weeds
- In c re a s in g  b io d ive rs it y a n d  o rg a n ic  m a t t e r
- In va s ive  sp e c ie s  c o n t ro l
- Be in g  a w a re ! Le a rn  yo u r lo c a l n o xio u s  w e e d s , a n d  

a vo id  sp re a d .
- Fo llo w  re m o va l w it h  n a t ive  

ve g e t a t io n  p la n t in g s
- Nu t rie n t  m a n a g e m e n t
- Co ve r c ro p / g ro u n d  c o ve r



How do we best support and create 
wildlife habitat?

- De t e rm in in g  b e s t  o rg a n ism s  fo r yo u r e c o sys t e m
- P ro vid in g  b a s ic  n e e d s

- W a t e r
- Sh e lt e r/ n e s t in g  a re a
- Co ve r fro m  p re d a t io n /n e s t in g
- Fo o d / re so u rc e s

- La n d  m a n a g e m e n t



Wildlife Habitat Land Management
- Bru sh  m a n a g e m e n t
- No xio u s  w e e d  re m o va l
- Na t ive  p la n t in g s
- Gre a t e r b io d ive rs it y
- Co n t ro lle d  b u rn s
- Co ve r c ro p s , g ro u n d  co ve r
- W ild life  co rrid o rs



Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat
Grasses:

- Indian Ricegrass
- Little Bluestem

Shrubs:
- Green Ephedra
- Utah Serviceberry

Trees:
- Pinon Pine
- Utah Juniper



Pollinators
- Flo w e rin g  p la n t s  t h ro u g h o u t  

m u lt ip le  se a so n s
- Ne s t in g
- Bio d ive rs it y! 



Examples of Native Flowering 
Plants in Western Colorado:

Spring/ Early Summer: Penstemons, Serviceberry

Summer: Asters, Blanketflower

Fall: Rabbitbrush, Common Sunflower



Mesa Conservation District's Local Resource 
Hub: Now Available! 

● Online resource hub tailored for 
local needs and unique 
characteristics. 

● Resource Hub Home Page
● Scan the QR Code to view the 

Resource Hub: 

https://www.mesacd.com/resource-hub
https://www.mesacd.com/resource-hub


Joely Anysz 
District Manager

joelyanysz@mesacd.com

Camryn Riddell 
District Conservation Technician

camrynriddell@mesacd.com

Thank you! 
Ha ve a d d it ion a l q u est ion s? 

mailto:joelyanysz@mesacd.com
mailto:camrynriddell@mesacd.com
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